Derry Hill United FC
Player Handbook

Everything you need to know about playing football at
Derry Hill United FC

ACCREDITED

PART OF ENGLAND FOOTBALL




About the club
Club History

Derry Hill United FC was formed in June 2001. The Club has grown since then and now has a typical
membership of over 260 children aged between 5 and 18. The players play in our girls only Wildcats
centre, in U6 Hotshots, in Pan-Disability Comets, in 10 mixed teams and eight girls only teams.

The clubis a 2* FA Accredited Club which recognises the
player pathways we have for boys and girls, our committee
structure and reporting and coach qualifications. As a
result all our lead coaches hold a minimum of the
Introduction to Coaching Football qualification, DBS, FA
First Aid and Safeguarding qualifications. All supporting
coaches also have the FA Safeguarding qualification and a
DBS check.

Club Ethos and Character

We pride ourselves that we are a football club with a strong
development ethos where enjoyment and participation are at the
heart of what we offer. This character and ethos is in line with the
expectations of the Football Association (FA). We are committed to
providing continuous development opportunities for our players,
coaches and volunteers in a safe and supportive environment.

We fully comply with the FA Respect Codes of Conduct and expect our coaches, players and
supporters to do so as well. We require players and parents to read and sign upto the Club’s Code of
Conduct and this Player Handbook. The Code of Conduct is on our website and in the Club
Documents on TeamFeePay.

Club structure

Derry Hill United FC is run solely by volunteers, from the Club Chairman to the coaches to the
membership management to fundraising and opening up the DugOut.This structure allows the club
to run with low overheads and also helps maintain the cimmunity friendly feel of a small club.

Winning is everything, isn’t it? No, itisn’t!
I like playing matches against other teams
We want our teams to do the best they can.
Sometimes this will mean winning, other
times it won’t. Win or lose, properly

I love scoring or stopping goals

I like to show off my skills

motivated the team will still have done their liwe:piaying football baoauss N fin
best. It's a really good game and | love it
I like skilling people
Results don’t matter, particularly in non- ESinpouaniainelmnl Sl =t
Competitive age groups up to and inc[uding Trying my hardest is more important than winning
Ull. I like learning new skills

I like playing football with my friends
Research tells us that at the non-competitive

age groups it is the adults - parents and
coaches - that drive the need to win. It is not
the children. Don’t believe that, the FA’s Nick
Levett carried out research asking 10 year
olds why they played football. The options
they chose from and the top ranked
statements in the research are

I play because it makes my parents happy

It's important to me | try to win matches

Itz important to me | win trophies and medals

It helps keep me fit and healthy

Winning is more important than trying my hardest

I like meeting new friends through football




What does our club ethos mean for the players and parents?
Supporting the Club Character and Ethos

To support our club ethos:

e we only have one squad per age group and there are no A,
B, C or separate development teams at Derry Hill Utd FC;

e everyone plays matches, unless they have signed up for a
training-only place;

e there are no separate match or training fees; and

e we have guideline maximum squad sizes to enable high
levels of participation. The guideline maximum squad size |
for 3v3, 5vb, 7v7,9v9 and 11v1lis 12,12, 14, 18 and 22 :
respectively.

Player selection, participation and rotation

We do not prescribe player selection rotation or participation in detail, we trust our coaches to work
within our club character and ethos. Our coaches are to ensure that all players take part. However, our
Club Policy on minimum squad inclusions and match particiaption is:

e Upto U7 - if a player is able to make the match they play every minute of the match in the new 3v3
format

e U8 - U1l - we expect the minimum selection for match squads to be at least half of the matches
available for, with selected players playing at least 50% of the match

e U12-U16 - we expect the minimum selection for match squads to be at least a half of the matches
available for, with selected players playing at least 50% of the match

e Over U16 - we expect the minimum selection for match squads to be at least a half of the matches
available for, aiming for players playing at least 25% of the match

The selection policy should not be used to exclude less experienced players rather ensure players
develop through match time. Coaches can reflect factors such as training attendance in squad
selection. Our character and ethos does not mean that all players necessarily play an equal partin
matches.

Volunteering

To maintain our ethos we rely on volunteers to run our
committee, coach our players, support our coaches, and maintain
our club house and grounds. without these people we would not
be able to run our club and provide football for the 260+ player
registered with Derry Hill.

We always welcome new volunteers and there are many ways to get involved. You could coach a team,
provide admin support to the coaches, help with the maintenace of the clubhouse and grounds, open
up the Dug Out and serve drinks and snacks, do some fundraising or event management, support the
team with web design and maintenance, run the social media or get involved in the club administration.
Please email admin@dhufc.org if you would like to find out more.

We encourage our older players to complete their referee training and to volunteer help coaching the
younger age groups. This helps the players developing their own game and also is a great example for
the younger members of the club. If you would like more info email admin@dhufc.org



Safeguarding and Respect

What the club does to safeguard

children

Safeguarding is about creating safe environments
and preventing children from experiencing harm or
abuse. We take our Safeguarding Children
responsibilities very seriously. The Club
Safeguarding Policy can be found on the club
website and on TeamFeePay. Jade Hotson, our Club
Welfare Officer, is available to discuss any concerns

Jade Hotson
Club Welfare Officer w1

Contact Jade if you have concerns
about child welfare or safeguarding at
Derry Hill Utd FC

telephone: 07502 493489
email: welfareofficerdhufc@gmail.com

Alternatively, contact:

County FA Designated Safeguarding
Officer: 01793 486047 (option 1)
NSPCC Helpline: 0808 8005000

that you or your child may have about welfare and

safeguarding at the club.
All our coaches and assistant coaches have an up-to-date DBS check (Disclosure and Barring Service

Check) and attend regular Safeguarding Children Courses.

At the beginning of every season we remind all players of who to speak to if they have concerns and
hand out the Welfare Officer cards with contact details on them.

What can you do to safeguard children

% LEARNING woane  cmw . um N
— Safeguarding is for everyone.

The FA have developed a course aimed at parents and
g = spectators -
Safequarding https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safe

Awareness for Parents & guarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers. It is a 30 minute
online course, free and we recommend that all parents and

carers take the time to complete it. It is a great reminder of
the steps we can all take to protect children involved with
football as players, coaches and referees.

Carers

Respect everyone - players, coaches,

referees and supporters AS A EFEHMJ;[ .

Everyone is responsible and should play their part in
creating safe, fun and inclusive environments. —

Please support positively good play from both teams.
Encourage team mates. Respect the referee’s decision
even if you do not agree with it. Let the coaches coach;
they are focussing on player and team development. Do
not engage in violent conduct, abusive or offensive
behaviour or abusive or offensive language as we will not
tolerate it.

All parents and players are required to sign the Code of
Conduct on registration each year.



https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers
https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers

The practical information

Training

Between September and Easter training takes place at one of the
following locations: Beversbrook Sports Facility (Calne, SN11 9FL),
Springfields School (Calne, SN11 ODS) and Stanley Park (Chippenham,
SN15 3RW). These are all excellent training facilities on artificial surfaces.
They allow the players to train regularly during the winter months Each
squad is allocated an hour’s training slot once a week during term time.

Between Easter and June, when it is light in the evenings, training moves
to Bowood Sports Ground (BSG) (New Road, Studley SN11 9LX).

It is important that players wear the right kit for training and matches and are ready for all weather
conditions. The right kit includes the football boots, shin pads and any eyewear (if appropriate). Players
should always bring a drink and a coat, raincoat and/or protection against the sun depending on the
weather conditions. Hats, gloves and underlayers are also a good idea to keep warm in colder
temperatures

Parents are responsible for delivering and collecting their children for training and matches. They should
arrive on time and should only be left unattended if they are confident that their children are happy to
be left. Under 6s, Under 7s and Under 8s should have a parent or guardian with them at all times.

Where we play our matches

Our home ground is Bowood Sports Ground (BSG), New Road,
Studley SN11 9LX.

Our Under 7 to Under 13 teams play their matches at BSG at
the weekend. We are really proud of the facilities we have at
BSG. Parking is limited so please car share when you can. On
weekend mornings we have permission to use the Black Dog
car park. Please use spaces in the Black Dog car park before
using BSG. If using the BSG park making sure you are up to the
fence and close to the car next to you. This allows us to
maximise the numbers of cars that can park safely in our car
park. Do not park in the lay-by - this is dangerous for the
parked cars, pedestrians, users of the bus and cars exiting
BSG.

Our Under 14 and older teams play their games at Beversbrook
Sports Facility in Calne, SN11 9FL. Your coach will advise you of [
the pitch you are due to play on when these have been

allocated by the Beversbrook management.

Leagues

Our mixed teams play in the Mid-Wilts League from U7 to U17/U18. The times and days (Saturday and
Sundays) of the games vary by age group. Our girls teams play in North Wilts Youth Football League
from U8 - U15. All games are on a Saturday morning. The U16 Girls play in the Corsham Print Wiltshire
Senior League on Sunday mornings.



Registration, fees and playing kit

Registration

‘ Registration opens after the AGM in early June. We use TeamFeePay for our
membership management. TeamFeePay is used for membership registration,

-
- t to collect the information needed to register a player with the FA and the
eum league and to provide coaches with up to date player emergency contact
a details, photo consents and medical information. It is also used to collect

ee D v payment of the membership fees.

Fees

Fees for the coming season are agreed at the AGM. The fees are set
with consideration to the budgeted costs for the coming year and
the forecast number of players. The committee work hard to ensure
the costs associated with the running the club are value for money
and consequently the fees are affordable.

Fees can be paid in full on 1 July or spread over 10 months from
July — April. If fees are paid in full at the beginning of the season a
discount is applied to the annual fee as this saves the club some
transaction fees and aides the club cashflow.

If fees are not paid on time the coach of the squad will be advised
and the player will not be included in training or matches until fees
are brought up to date.

Playing kit
The Derry Hill playing kit comprises a short sleeved shirt, black shorts

with orange stripe and black socks. We have female fit shirts and
shorts so that our female players can choose kit that fits them best.

—_—
Our playing kit is provided by Sporting
L& Billy, a local sports kit and equipment
retailer. When a player has completed
purchase kit from Sporting Billy. If you
b

-~

registration it is their responsibility to
wish to check sizes before ordering
please visit the shop and try kit on. The

shop address is: Unit 10, Bath Road
Industrial Estate, Chippenham SN14 OAB

«

i 0
Cwrry

We have an online club shop at Sporting
Billy where there is plenty of training kit

pr Ty il
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and merchandise. The link to the club

m shop is here.
Derry Hill United FC Windcheater Jacket

PIC-COLLAGE


https://sportingbilly.com/collections/derry-hill-united-fc
https://sportingbilly.com/collections/derry-hill-united-fc

The Committee

The Club is run entirely by volunteers. if you would like to con tact one of the committee please
use the contact details below or email admin@dhufc.org and your enquiry will be passed on.

Chair

Vice-Chair

Secretary

Treasurer

Claire Kennedy
chair@dhufc.org

Grant Trewartha
vicechair@dhufc.org

Antony Price
secretary@dhufc.org

Vacancy
treasurer@dhufc.org

welfare@dhufc.org

volunteering@dhufc.org

membership@dhufc.org

Club Welfare Volunteer Co- Membership Coach
Officer ordinator Secretar Development
y Inclusion Football
Jade Hotson Ben Warner Steve Humphrey Lee Whitcombe

inclusion@dhufc.org

Older Age Lead

Younger Age Lead

Younger Age Lead

Girls Section Lead

Ash Grostate

Josh Staniforth

Tarek Jany

Steve Mallard

Clubhouse and Events and
Grounds Fundraising
Dan Box Emily Underwood

grounds@dhufc.org

events@dhufc.org
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